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Group A.G.M. Marc h 2010 
 

The A.G.M. at the end of March has just happened as I write this. Fifteen members 
turned up, which was a bit disappointing as we had several important matters to discuss 
and vote on. 
 
The Officers and Committee, all willing to stand again, were re-elected en bloc, so your 
list of contact names and numbers on the back of the newsletters remains the same, The 
main subjects under discussion were all financial. We had received an appeal for finances 
from Scottish Badgers to set up a group to fight crime against wildlife, in particular 
against badgers, throughout the UK. They had received some grants but needed a further 
£7,000 to get underway and were asking all badger groups for £150. However, since 
receiving this request for funding we had heard that this £7,000 shortfall had been made 
up by Badger Trust. 
 
Badger Trust had in turn sent out an appeal for donations, from the Groups, to help with 
the costs of their judicial review to attempt to stop the cull in Wales. So in the light of 
that it was decided by our meeting that Badger Trust had the greater call as far as 
donations were concerned. However, there has been some concern over the last three or 
four months about the state of our own finances which seem to be diminishing fairly 
quickly. As there is still a chance that we may be allowed to take over the small wood, 
already documented, at Castle Gresley with its own badger setts, and which may need 
some hefty outlay from us, a vote at the meeting was taken and the decision made by 
those present was that further donations to the Badger Trust should not be made at this 
present time. This was so that our own funds would not be too depleted should that wood 
come suddenly into our possession. 
 
A third appeal for financial help had been received from the League Against Cruel Sports 
as there is a threat that the laws about hunting with dogs may be repealed should the 
Conservative Party be in power after the General Election. The meeting decided that a 
small donation be sent to that appeal. 
 
Finally, the matter of instigating a charge for admission to our monthly meetings was 
raised. The idea behind this was to raise some money to go towards payment for our 
speakers. The amounts paid for these seem to be rising of late and is one of the reasons 
our bank account is becoming depleted. The meeting felt that we did not want to frighten 
anyone away by charging too much so it was agreed that we should just being with a 
£1.00 admission fee to our talks, beginning with the one at the end of April. 



 
 

Report from the Chair 
 

Once again we have had the pleasure of rearing an orphaned badger cub. I was called 
during the afternoon of Friday May 7th by a member of the public. His daughter had 
found a single cub, curled up at the side of Ingleby Lane near Ticknall and had taken it 
home in her cat box. 
 
 
 
As soon as we returned home I fed it with a couple of bottles of liquid food as it had 
obviously been out of the sett for quite a time and was certainly going to be very 
dehydrated. He took this readily but then promptly punctured my finger just to let me 
know that his teeth were fully developed and that he was ready for some solid food! A 
dish of dog meat was duly provided and there was no looking back – he would eat as 
many times as we were prepared to feed him. This was ‘Boris’. 
 
He began to put on weight and to prosper. Margaret suggested we contact Eureka School 
in Midway to see if we could take him for the children to see. You many remember from 
previous reports that this school has a sett in its grounds and the children and staff are all 
very wildlife orientated. So Boris visited and sat very quietly on Margaret’s knee while 
all five classes came out, one at a time, to see and to stroke him and to ask questions of 
us. A very worthwhile exercise to get the youngsters interested, we thought. 
 
After about ten days we piled the car up with bags of sheets and towels, dog and cat food, 
flea treatments and cleaning materials, all donated by members and friends, put Boris and 
cage in the middle of all this and drove him down to Secret World Wildlife Rescue 
Centre in Somerset. There he was chipped for identification, weighed and details logged, 
after which he decided to bite me twice more, just to let me know he didn’t think much of  
a three hour trip in the boot. 
 
Sara, the veterinary nurse at Secret World then showed us a pen with four cubs, about the 
same size as Boris very comfortably relaxing on a pile of hay and suggested I just drop 
him in with them. As Boris had been so feisty with us I really didn’t think that was too 
good an idea expecting some aggressive behaviour from him. However, I did as I was 
told and after couple of sniffs he calmly climbed on top of the pile of the four relaxed 
cubs and settle down for a nap! What a finale and a lovely way to leave him. 
 

Stephen Grimley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fund Raising 2010 
 

The season of fund raising events will soon be on us. The money we generate at these 
fetes and Open Days is usually sent on to the Badger Trust to help continue its vital work 
to protect out badgers. You will realise from the news bulletin I sent out earlier in May 
that the Trust’s Funds are being sorely depleted and that they need every penny the local 
groups can raise. 
 
The events are as follow –  
 
1. Findern Fete, Saturday 12th June.  
We had a stand on the Green at Findern. Thanks to Heather, Suzanne, Sue, Rob & Carol 
They raised over £223. 
 
2. RSPCA Open Day, Sunday 4th July at the Stretton RSPCA Centre. 
A good opportunity for the Group to network with other animal lovers. Lots of stands and 
stalls, including ours, which have goods for sale, tombola, raffles etc.  From 10.00 am to 
4.30 pm. 
 
3. Overseal Gala, Saturday 10th July on Overseal Recreation Ground. 12 noon, until 
about 4:30 pm. 
Quite a big event with parades, bands, all sorts of displays and again stalls and stands like 
ours raising cash, hopefully, for various charities. Usually includes vintage aircraft 
flyover! To help, please contact the Chairman. 
 
4. Aston on Trent Well Dressing, Sunday 17th July.  
This is usually our biggest event cash wise. We have a stall in the car park of the White 
Hart pub from 10:30 am until about 5:00 pm. Again lots going on at this event. 
 
5. Rosliston Forestry Central “Nightworld” event, Friday 23rd July. 
This is more of a networking event trying to gain a few new members and letting the 
general public know that the Group exists. We do have a few goods for sale and still need 
lots of members on hand to give out leaflets etc. This one from 7:00 pm until about 9:00 
pm. The Forestry and Owls are usually there together with the Moth Group, the Bat 
Group and the Mammal Group. 
 
May I say that it would be really nice that if you, as a member, cannot actually give a 
hand at any of these events, then it would be so good to see you as a customer on the 
other side of the stall. Please come and spend ‘a few bob’ with us or with the other stalls 
at any of the events. There has been a notable lack of support from members over the 
years at these events. Do come along to your nearest one – you might even enjoy it!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ReFund-RaisingEfforts(2) 
 

 
For  the best  part of the last ten years we have held a Tombola on our stands at a minimum of 
three of our fund raising events each year, the prizes for these have been Donated. 
 
During all that time we have rel;ied on a large reservoir of articles for the grown-ups Topmbolas 
donated by a local business man and friend of the Chairman. For the childrens Tombola prizes we 
have depended on large donations of toys in general and soft toys in particular from the Skinner 
family in Ashby. Simon. Annette, Emma and Sophie are not members of the group but again are 
friends of Stephen and Margaret. They very much have the welfare of our Badgers at heart and 
always help out on the stalls at Overseal Gala, we are very gratefull to them all. 
 
 
However, things are about to change! The first doner mentioned has now retired and there are no 
more stocks to draw from. Emma and Sophie are rapidly approaching the ages when toys are no 
longer of interest to them or their friends so, after this years Tombolas we will be right out of 
prizes. 
 
If we have to buy prizes to raffle off it will drastically reduce our profits which is not much use, 
So,  we could ask ALL members to donate unwanted household goods, christmas and birthday 
presents etc. Etc. And particularly soft toys. These should be in good condition and complete.Soft 
toys are stuffed in the Grimley washing machine in large numbers at this time of year so they 
needent be pristene for us to accept them. However if we do this, remember it will be an ongoing 
thing each and every year, so you will have to alert all your relatives,  friends and neighbours to 
be on the look out for articles that we can use constantly. Just collect them up as soon as you are 
offered anything please. 
 
We need at least 120 items each year, YES 120 so you can see the size of the problem. 
However, if we are not all able to come up with the goods, as a group, we shall have to try and 
raise funds some other way and for that to happen the Committee wil need your constructive 
suggestions. 
 
Thankyou in anticipation. 
 

Stop Press! 
 
 
Literally just as we go to print, you should all be aware that the group has just had its second 
phone call in less than a week about dug setts. It is very likely that a Badger or Badgers were 
taken in this one. The first was only partially dug. The Police have been involved in both. 
Please be vigilant around known setts in your area. This is not the normal season for this activity 
but it IS happening now. 
 
Remember, if you see anyone suspicious do make a note of any vehicle numbers and descriptions. 
Should you actually see a dig taking place, do not approach the perpartrators but do call the 
Police on 999 and then please let me know. 
Please stay alert! 
 
Stephen Grimley.



 
RTA Victims 

 
To date this year we have had 35 reported road casualties compared with 36 for the same 
time last year. Pretty steady. 
 
Do remember that we always keep a check on RTA in our area so please report any that 
you see to any committee member. If you are not able to remove it from view yourself 
then please let us know as soon as possible – especially in the summer months as they can 
get very unpleasant with the heat! 
 
 
 

Welsh Badger Cull (Update) 
 

You are all aware of the fact that the judicial review by the Badger Trust was overturned 
by the Court. We hear today, 5th May 2010, that the Trust has applied to the High Court 
for permission to appeal against that decision. In spite of the additional costs the Badger 
Trust has obviously decided that having gone this far they must see it through and use  
 
 
every legal weapon available to it. The Badger Trust states that, “As a registered charity 
we have a duty to work for the welfare of badgers for the public good. Consequently the 
Trust must do all it can to ensure that the legislation that is clearly intended to protect 
animals does so, and that any exceptions to prohibitions have to be rigorously tested.”  
We wait to see what happens. 
 

 
Summer Walks 2010 

 
1. Monday June 28th 
Meet at Newton Solney at 6:50 pm for a prompt 7:00 pm start. 
Park in the main street near the Brickmaker’s Arms pub. A walk of approximately 4 
miles which should take us two hours. Hopefully it will take in a badger sett or two, if I 
can find them. We intend to end up IN the Brickmaker’s Arms. 
Most of the walk will be on farmland so boots are probably appropriate depending on the 
weather. 
 
2. Tuesday  July 27th  (Yes, that’s TUESDAY, absolutely not Monday!) 
Once again a 6:50 pm meet for a prompt 7:00 pm start. 
Meet at the Hollybush Inn, Church Broughton. Park in the main street unless we get 
permission to use the pub car park in the meantime. This will again be a walk of 4 – 4½ 
miles and should take us between 2 – 2½ hours (field footpaths and a little lane walking). 
As with Walk 1 we intend to end up in the pub for a swift one. 
 
(Please note – both of these walks have been arranged to include a pub as requested by 
several members who were bemoaning the absence of hostelries on last year’s outings!) 
 



 
 
 

Common Sense 
 

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with 
us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was since his birth records were 
long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. 
 
He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as knowing when to 
come in out of the rain, why the early bird gets the worm, life isn’t always fair, and 
maybe it was my fault. 
 
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don’t spend more than you 
earn) and reliable parenting strategies (adults, not children, are in charge).  
 
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well intentioned but overbearing regulations 
were set in place. 
 
Reports of a six-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate ; 
teens suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch ; and a teacher fired for 
reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition. 
 
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for dong the job they failed to 
do in disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further when schools were 
required to get parental consent to administer Panadol, sun lotion or a sticky plaster to a 
student ; but could not inform the parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to 
have an abortion. 
 
Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments became contraband ; 
churches became businesses ; and criminals received better treatment than their victims. 
 
Common Sense took a beating when you couldn’t defend yourself from a burglar in you 
own home and the burglar can sue you for assault. 
 
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live after a woman failed to realise that a 
steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly awarded 
a huge settlement. 
 
Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust; his wife, 
Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason. He is survived by three 
stepbrothers; I Know My Rights, Someone Else Is To Blame, and I am a Victim. 
Not many attended his funeral because so few realised he was gone. 
 
If you still remember him, pass this on. If not join the majority and do nothing. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Ten Year Ago from the Spring 2000 Newsletter  
 

1. As of 4th May the number of road casualties stood at 60 (compared with our current 
total this year of 36!) 

 
2. A badger literally almost scored an ‘own goal’. Wandering around a local football 

pitch the animal became entangled in the nylon goal netting. Luckily a local man 
spotted it, apparently lifeless, cut it free at some risk to himself, doused it in cold 
water and then watched in relief as it gradually came round. Eventually it got to its 
feet, shook itself and ambled unsteadily off! 

 
 

SDGB Video Library  

A reminder that we have a series of badger videos that may be borrowed by members for 
just £1 a time, each. For that paltry sum you can have them to view for a whole month! 
 
The titles are as follows – 

1. A Badger’s Year – A film record of the life of a family of badgers in the New 
Forest, Hampshire. 

2. South East Derbyshire Badgers – A group of badgers and their enthralling antics. 
3. An insight into badger behaviour from the N.F.B.G. (as was). 
4. Badgers – The Culling Fields – A Julian Pettifer BBC2 programme. Very 

informative. 
5. Countryside programme, BBC. A long feature on Bovine TB. Lots of information 

for all members. 
6. A Countryfile programme on badger baiting. A must for all members (contains 

two very short, very gruesome actual baiting clips) but should be seen by ALL 
ADULT members. 

 
We also have these on back up DVDs should there ever be a problem with the tapes 
which are some years old now. 
In addition to the previous titles on video we have on DVD – 

1. Badgers in my Kitchen – Pauline Kidner at Secret World Animal Sanctuary. (This 
was rescued from the video before the tape gave up the ghost). 

2. SDBG Re-enforcing a Sett at Elvaston, plus a profile of Eunice Overend – “The 
Badger Woman” and footage of badger watching and feeding with the Stone 
family at Drakelow. 

 
Two DVDs with all eight titles may also be borrowed from the group at a special rate of 
£5/month. 
Many thanks to member Richard Thornewill for his technical assistance in this venture. 
 
Since this item appeared in last October’s Newsletter no one at all has asked to borrow 
any of the videos or DVDs! Is no one interested in badgers?! 



 
Badgers win eleventh hour reprieve  
 
The Welsh Assembly Government has today agreed to postpone the badger cull pending the 

Court of Appeal’s consideration of a challenge to the cull’s legality. The force in The Badger 

Trust’s scientific arguments informed the postponement decision. Earlier this week the Trust 

was granted permission to take its case to the Court of Appeal by Lord Justice Elias who noted 

that the Trust had real prospects of success and ordered an urgent hearing of the matter. He 

also ordered a protective costs regime to assist the Trust to take the case forward. The 

expedited hearing will take place at the Royal Courts of Justice in London on 30th June 2010. 

For further details about the legal issues under appeal see: 

http://www.bindmans.com/index.php?id=749  

 
Gwendolen  Morgan  of London law firm Bindmans LLP  represents the Trust. She said 

today:  

“We are pleased that the Minister has agreed to postpone the cull pending the outcome of the 

appeal. To have proceeded with this costly, ill-conceived cull before hearing what the Court of 

Appeal had to say would have amounted to evasion of the due process of judicial scrutiny.” 

“The success of the Badger Trust’s application to appeal to the Court of Appeal calls into 

question the Minister’s plans to embark on this cull, which is likely to do more harm than good in 

terms of TB reduction. Indeed, although it has largely passed under the radar, new cattle-

focused measures are already beginning to make an impact in Wales and TB rates are quietly 

falling. The Badger Trust hopes that the Assembly Government will take this opportunity to 

pause for thought.” 

 
David Williams , Chairman of the Badger Trust , said:  
"The Badger Trust welcomes the Minister’s decision to postpone the cull.  

 

Recently, groups in favour of a cull have claimed that cattle might be protected from TB several 

years after the end of culling. However, in response to a request from the Badger Trust, the 

authors whose study was used to make this claim have pointed out that, even in a best-case 

scenario, benefits would have to remain at their current level for at least eleven years after the 

culling  before they even caught up with the costs of slaughtering badgers. It is extraordinarily 

unlikely that the modest benefits would last so long. These calculations [1] highlight the 

foolishness of embarking on a badger cull at a time when government is being forced to cut 

public spending."   

[1]http://www.plosone.org/article/comments/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0009090 

  
Brian May , supporter of the Badger Trust, and Queen Guitarist has written in support of the 

appeal. See:     http://brianmay.com/brian/brianssb/brianssb.html  



 

If  any SDBG members would 
like to attend the conference 
this ye ar the Group will be 
happy to pr ovide some 
f inancial help to the first two 
who apply to the chairman for 
full booking forms.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please detach and keep this page for future reference 
 
 
 

Programme for 2010 
 

Monday 28th  June  - A walk (details earlier in the Newsletter).  

 

TUESDAY 27th July – A walk (details earlier in the Newsletter). 

 

NO MEETING IN AUGUST 

 

Monday 27th September – Richard Hayden – a talk on the work of the Forestry 

Commission. 

 

Wednesday 27th October – A group visit to ‘The Magic Attic’ archive, Sharpe’s 

Pottery Museum, Swadlincote. (Details to be finalised). 

 

Monday 29th November – Roger Hoskins – A talk on ‘Highfields Happy Hens’. 

 

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER 

 

All indoor meetings to be held in Findern Parish Rooms at 7:30pm 

 
Due to the High cost of the PO BOX the committee has decided not to renew 
it this year we are looking into alternatives but until a solution is found 
please send all mail to Alan Stone at the address overleaf. 
 
 


